
Patr ic ia  Sankey  Wil l iams  was  jus t  a  young

gi r l  and  a  member  of  I s rae l  Methodis t

Community  Church  when  she  f i r s t  heard

of  I s rae l  Methcomm  Federa l  Credi t  Union

( IMFCU )—a  fa i th -based  credi t  union

serv ing  a lmost  ent i re ly  low - income

Afr ican  Amer icans  in  Chicago  fo r  the  past

54  years .  Her  mother  was  a  member  of  the

credi t  union  and  when  Mrs .  Wil l iams  had

her  youngest  daughter ,  about  18  years

ago ,  she  a lso  jo ined .  She  has  a  long

his tory  with  the  credi t  union  and  has

many  wonder fu l  exper iences  to  share

about  the  help  she  has  rece ive  — inc luding

car  loans ,  personal  loans  and  col lege

tu i t ion  loans  fo r  her  chi ldren .

Mrs.  Wi l l iams has  never ,  however ,  been
as thankful  for  IMFCU as  when COVID
hit .

Pr ior  to  the  COVID - 19  pandemic ,  Mrs .

Wil l iams  had  enjoyed  a  long  career  at  a

loca l  candy  company—s tar t ing  out  as  a

temp  back  in  1997  and  then  being

permanent ly  hi red  a  year  l a ter .  For  23

years  she  was  a  dedicated  employee—

work ing  her  way  up  to  s tore  manager  fo r

one  of  the  company ’s  reta i l  locat ions .

In  March ,  the  candy  shop  shut  i t s  doors

for  what  was  expected  to  be  a  temporary
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c losure  as  the  company  nav igated  the

pandemic  and  subsequent  economic

chal lenges .  Then ,  one  day  in  mid -May ,  she

was  asked  to  part ic ipate  in  a  Zoom

meet ing  with  the  company ’s  human

resources  department .

I t  was  on  that  ca l l  that  Mrs .  Wil l iams ’

company  of  23  years  gave  her  the

unfor tunate  news  that  she  would  not  be

return ing  to  work ,  as  they  were

permanent ly  c los ing  her  locat ion .

“ I  was  t ru ly  shocked , ”  Mrs .  Wil l iams  sa id .

“The  company  didn ’ t  fo ld— jus t  my  s tore

was  c los ing .  You  can  imagine  how

devastat ing  that  was  fo r  me . ”

Whi le  fac ing  the  disappointment  of  not

be ing  of fered  a  pos i t ion  in  another  area  of

the  company ,  Mrs .  Wil l iams  was  a lso

deal ing  with  the  s t ress  of  not  knowing

how  she  would  take  care  of  her  home  and

her  fami ly ’s  medica l  respons ib i l i t ies .  To

top  i t  of f ,  her  husband  was  out  of  work  as

wel l .  

L ike  any  person  of  fa i th ,  Mrs .  Wil l iams

turned  to  her  support  sys tem  at  I s rae l

Methodis t  Community  Church .

“ I  was  worr ied  I  would  fa l l  in to  a

depress ion  and  so  I  asked  my  church

fami ly  to  keep  me  in  the i r  prayers , ”  she

sa id .

L i t t le  did  Mrs .  Wil l iams  know  that  her

church  fami ly  had  inqui red  with  I s rae l

Methcomm  Federa l  Credi t  Union  on  her

behal f .  She  rece ived  a  ca l l  f rom  the  credi t

un ion ’s  CEO  Eddie  Berry  in forming  her  

that  she  would  be  helped  f inanc ia l l y  through

funds  the  credi t  union  rece ived  f rom  the

Nat iona l  Credi t  Union  Adminis t rat ion

(NCUA ) .

"Even  in  the  midst  of  a l l  of  th i s ,  God  i s  s t i l l

look ing  out  fo r  me , ”  Mrs .  Wil l iams  sa id .  “ I  am

overwhelmed  with  grat i tude  fo r  the  credi t

un ion .  There  were  others  they  could  have

helped .  I  am  t ru ly  blessed . "

There were  others  IMFCU could have
helped—and they did .

The  credi t  union  secured  enough  money

f rom  the  NCUA  to  of fer  coverage  of  loan

payments  to  three  other  members  who  were

hi t  hard  by  the  economic  impact  of  the

global  pandemic .

“The  idea  was  that  we  would  rea l l y  help

people  part icu lar l y  impacted  by  the

pandemic , ”  sa id  Superv i sory  Committee

Member  of  IMFCU  Dr .  Joronda  Crawford .  “ I f

we  can  take  even  jus t  th i s  one  th ing  of f  of

the i r  minds ,  that ’s  huge . ”

I t  may be a  smal l ,  s ingle-branch credit
union,  but  i ts  impact  is  enormous.

I s rae l  Methcomm  Federa l  Credi t  Union  i s

proud  of  i t s  work  help ing  members  progress

f rom  being  r iders  of  publ ic  t ransportat ion  to

owning  the i r  own  automobi les ,  as  wel l  as  i t s

e f for t  a id ing  members  in  moving  f rom  low -

income  hous ing  pro jects  to  becoming

homeowners .  In  the  1950 's  none  of  i t s

members  owned  the i r  own  homes—but  by

the  mid - to - l a te  60 's ,  a  l a rge  percentage  of

IMFCU  members  were  becoming

homeowners .  Addit iona l l y ,  s tar ter  bus inesses

cont inue  to  be  deve loped  through  the

cooperat i ve  IMFCU  sp i r i t .

In  conjunct ion  with  Cit ibank ,  the  I l l ino i s

Credi t  Union  League  and  Inc lus iv ,  IMFCU  i s

exc i ted  to  be  in  the  beginning  s tages  of  a

new  pro ject .  The  partnersh ip  i s  work ing  to

prov ide  the  ent i re  Fa i th  Based  Credi t  Union

Al l iance  with  a  core  processor  to  help

increase  remote  banking  opportuni t ies—so

stay  tuned  fo r  more  on  the  hor izon  fo r  IMFCU

as  i t  cont inues  to  grow  and  advance  i t s

fa i th fu l  community .
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